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QUBJRCT: Druy Screon Testing Levels for Opiates

The militery drug testing laboratories use initial and
gonfixmatory test lavels that ave hased on the best technlcal
laformation and analytiecal methodeloay avallable. On Junuary 1,
1992, the confirmation levels for morphine and codeine were
roduced from 4,000 and 2,000 ng/it,, res ectively, to 300 ng/mp

@ for either drug. That change also required the implewentation of
a medical review process for all reportg of opiate positive
resulte from drug teating.

Current i{nformatien and recent experfence lndicule that
additional procedures are needsd Lo eapure no sotion 1s caken con
¢plate posilive results which potentially could resuit from the

.- ingestion of legitimate food materials, Upon the advice of the
( - Blochemical Testing Advisory Committes, the testing )evolu fon
) morphine and ¢odeine ave beln adjusted and. {h additien, a
testing level ie belng mtabl?ah@d £or € -moncacetylmorghine
(6-MAM}, 2 metabolite specific for heroin. ALl specimens 5
positive for morphine will be tested for G-MAN. "

The Lollowing Lesting [cut-off) levels for opintes ave
effective April 1, 19354

. Toitial Contirmation
Brug ~Toot Tept
Morphine 300 ng/ml+ 4000 ng/ml
Codeine 360 ng/ml+ - 2000 ng/mi
€-monoacetyimorphine None 10 ng/ml

* The 300 ng/ml inttial test cut-off level 45 retained until a
haw acreening reagent cam be obtained that has a cutoff of 206400
ng/ml. At the tims the new kit is avallable for use, the inltlal
btest level will ba changed to 2040 ng/ml for both morphine and
codeing.,
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Reporting of opiate results shall be as follows:

&. Ay apecimen containing §-mondacetylmorphine at or abovea
the confirmution cut-off shall be reported os *KEROIN® without
regard to morphine or codeina eonfirmation concentrations,

b. Morphina at or above the confiymation Cut-off ghall ba
reported sy “morphine*, -

€. Codeing &t or above the confirmation cut-off ghall bae
reported as “codeiner.

The Agril 1, 1994 effective date will allow sufficient time
for the laboratories to implemant appropriate changes in their
laboratory procedures. The changes are within the scientific
capability of the conf{ymation procedyres.

Additiosal infoymation méy bo obtained by contsoting CAPT
Hilderbrand st commercial (703} 693-13917 or D3N 223~1917. Thank
you for your masigtance in this matter and for YOUr Support of
the military drug testing

rian K. Shari{dan
Acting DoD Coordinator for
brug Enforcement Policy ang Suppoert
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